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Reptiles and Amphibians - 1.5hrs 

This program, held exclusively indoors, highlights the characteristics of amphibians and reptiles.  After 

first discussing how these two groups are similar and then how they are unique, the students are given 

the chance to see and touch examples of these animal groups.   

Before you go 

Inform students that they will be visiting Carpenter Nature Center to learn about the similarities and 
differences between reptiles and amphibians.   

While you are here 

After the introduction the group will split up into smaller groups to study and meet some reptiles and 
amphibians individually 

0:00-0:25 Introduction—What are examples of reptiles and amphibians and how are they different 

0:25-0:55 Station 1 

0:55-1:25 Station 2 

1:25-1:30 Conclusion—How are reptiles and amphibians similar 

After you leave 

Have students pick one of the reptiles or amphibians they saw today and have them use it as a starting point 
for an independent study. 

Minnesota Standards 

Carpenter Nature Center supplements standards by participating in benchmark activities.  Listed below are 
benchmarks that students will participate in but not necessarily master. 

Second Grade:       Third Grade: 

Code Benchmark 

2.1.1.2.1 Raise questions about the natural world and 

seek answers by making careful observations,  

noting what happens when you interact with an 

object and sharing the answers with others 

2.2.1.1.1 Describe objects in terms of color, size, shape, 

weight, texture, flexibility, strength, and the 

types of materials in the objects 

Code Benchmark 

3.1.1.1.1 Provide evidence to support claims other than 

saying “everyone knows that” or “I just know” 

and question such reasons when given by others 

3.1.1.2.1 Generate questions that can be answered when 

scientific knowledge is combined with 

knowledge gained from one’s own observations 

or investigations 

3.1.1.2.4 Construct reasonable explanations based on 

evidence collected from observations or 

experiments 

3.4.1.1.2 Identify common groups of plants and animals 

using observable physical characteristics, 

structures, and behaviors 


