
 

Gray Tree Frog 
Hyla versicolor 

 

Natural History  

Description: The Gray Tree Frog is a small, arboreal, nocturnal 
amphibian with large, sticky toe pads that help it cling to trees. 
Gray Tree Frogs are light gray, but they have the ability to  
camouflage with their surroundings and can range in color 
from dark brown to green to white. The undersides of their 
back legs have are bright yellow.  Female Gray Tree Frogs are 
slightly larger than males and have a white throat, while males have a black/gray throat. Tree 
frog tadpoles are yellowish with a round body and a high fin that may have a red tinge. 
 
Vocalizations: A high-pitched, musical, bird-like trill is given by the male around sunrise and 
sunset to attract females, or to warn other males of his presence. The other tree frog found in 
our region is the Cope’s Tree Frog. It is only distinguishable from the Gray Tree Frog by its 
call, which is more rapid and less musical than the Gray Tree Frog’s call. 
 
Breeding:  Tree Frogs move into breeding ponds in May and breed through June.  Females 
lay up to 2,000 jelly-like eggs singly or in small clusters.  Young frogs leave the pond in late 
July or early August. Young tree frogs are green and turn gray when they become adults. 
 
Distribution: Found from the Great Plains east to the Atlantic and south to Florida. 
 
Habitat: Gray Tree Frogs use a wide range of woodland and forest habitats, and breed in 
marshes and bogs associated with woodlands. During the winter tree frogs hibernate under 
leaf litter, rocks, and logs.  Their body produces a chemical called glycerol which protects 
their cells from rupturing. Up to 65% of the water in the frog’s body water may be frozen! 
 
Diet: Tree frogs feed on insects which they find in trees and shrubs. These frogs are acrobatic 
and will leap to capture their prey which includes moths, crickets, flies and beetles. 

 
Lifespan: These frogs may live 7-9 years. Predators include 
birds, mammals, snakes, frogs and even Giant Waterbugs. 
 
Conservation Status: The Gray Tree Frog is common in Min-
nesota and Wisconsin. Worldwide approximately 1/3 of all  
amphibian  species are considered threatened, vulnerable or 
endangered. In Minnesota and Wisconsin the Cricket Frog is 
endangered, most likely due to pollution of breeding areas by 
fertilizers and chemicals. 

 
Range Map: NRWRC USGS website 


