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“The mission of Carpenter St. Croix
Valley Nature Center is to foster
appreciation and inspire stewardship
of the natural world. We accomplish
our mission by acquiring and
preserving land and wildlife habitat,
providing quality environmental
education, conservation practices and
enjoyable outdoor experiences for
visitors of all ages and capabilities.”
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Carpenter Nature Center in Your Words
Fall is traditionally a time of reflection and thanksgiving. At CNC we are thankful for you. You
make everything that is Carpenter Nature Center possible. For this issue we invited you to tell us
what Carpenter Nature Center means to you. The answer is different for everyone. Please read on
and enjoy CNC through the eyes of others.

CNC is a place that shapes children’s values

“Not only my own children but thousands more
children and many good people of our local
communities have got involved, learned a little and
have become better stewards of the lands we inhabit
that go well beyond the borders of the Carpenter
Nature Center.” – Don
“[CNC is] planting valuable seeds that will produce a
lifetime of fruitful learning. We believe in experiential learning for all ages.

– Carolyn

CNC is a place for kids to be excited about learning

“One of the most wonderful sounds I hear while working at Carpenter Nature Center is the sound
of excited children’s voices, from pre-school up to high school, as they enter the CNC Visitor
Center and see, possibly for the first time, live MN amphibians, reptiles, and raptors. Their
questions and comments as they watch the live presentation, and their attentive faces indicate
that this is science and environmental education at its best.” – “Bluebird” anonymous volunteer
“The kid’s comments say it best: This is the coolest field trip!
Could we stay all day?
It was awesome!!”
– Lois

CNC is a place to connect with people and nature

“By the time our children were grown we had spent countless
hours with them and by ourselves hiking, snowshoeing and
observing life and nature through the lens of that beautiful
landscape. The beauty of CNC is that it welcomes all ages and
finds a place for them to help, belong and experience things like
a quiet walk, the river, or snowshoe trails.” – Karen

CNC is a place for necessary habitat protection

“…[CNC] has done a wonderful job of acquiring and restoring
habitat in an important flyway for migratory birds.” – anonymous
“Carpenter Nature Center is a wonderful natural habitat for plants, animals, wildlife of all kinds”
– Brittmarie

CNC is a place for all people, all ages

“CNC Rocks !!!” – Jim
“A wonderful place for family relaxation.” – Gary
“CNC is a favorite family destination!” – Elizabeth
“The best place to volunteer.” – Shelley
“This is the best day of my life!!!” – kindergarten student at CNC
“You won’t want to leave.” – Wendy
“..It’s for the grandchildren.” – Francis

Thank you for all you do and for continuing to support Carpenter Nature Center.

Upcoming Programs
Reservations are required

Carpenter Nature Center offers a wide variety of public programs.
Reservations are required. For more information, to RSVP, or to schedule a
group program please call the office: 651- 437- 4359

Natural Challenges
Returns!

CNC encourages visitors to increase their fitness level and get
outdoors. We will be offering monthly programs on a variety of
topics, exploring various habitats at CNC and learning several
outdoor skills. Program fee: $6.00 per person per program or
$4.00 for “Friends of CNC” and children under 10 per program.

GEOCACHING

September 14
9:00-11:00 a.m.
Come to CNC for an afternoon of geocaching fun! We will start with
a presentation covering the basics of GPS units and explain the
world of geocaching. Then you will get a chance to practice your
skills while searching for some geocaches on the Nature Center
grounds. Bring your GPS if you have one. Space is limited.

ORCHARD WALK

October 18
1:00 – 3:00 pm
While your students are getting a break from school why not bring
them out for a healthy snack they are sure to enjoy. After walking
through CNC’s apple orchard, sampling different varieties of
apples, we’ll make some fresh apple cider with an old-fashioned
apple press. Participants will also get to pick a few apples to take
home. CNC’s Apple Shack will be open for anyone wishing to
purchase more apples or other products after the program.

BIRD FEEDING BASICS & BIRDWATCHING

November 1st
9:00 – 11:00 am
Encourage more birds to come into your backyard by learning
which birds are attracted to the different types of feeders and
bird seed. We’ll see songbirds up close that are being banded
and then we’ll head outside to check out the birds at CNC’s bird
feeding station and take a hike through various habitats to do
some bird watching.

HABITAT HIKE

December 1st
1:00 – 2:30 pm
Join a naturalist on an interpretive hike along CNC’s trails to
explore a variety of habitats. We’ll hike to the river and through
the woods, wearing off the extra calories you might have eaten
at grandma’s house for Thanksgiving. We’ll wear pedometers to
count our steps and watch those calories disappear!

The fall is a great time
to get out on CNC’s
trails either on your
own or while learning
something new in a
Natural Challenges
program.
“CNC is a perfect meld of Nature and Nurture---the natural
setting nurtures me physically and mentally, and so do the
people, while they also nurture Nature.”
- Linda
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BIRD BANDING Fourth Fridays

8:30 a.m. - Noon
September 27 	October 25
November 22 	December 27
Have you wondered what bird banding is all about? Banding
records help us learn how long birds live, where they travel,
when they migrate and many other interesting facts. CNC has
been banding birds for 30 years. Our experts welcome you to
see songbirds up close and learn about the birds who share our
ecosystem. Banding runs continuously for the full 3 1/2 hours
but visitors may come and go at any time. Please RSVP so we
know you are coming. Donations of bird seed or suet are greatly
appreciated in lieu of a program fee.

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME Fridays 10:00 – 11:00 am
September 20 	ORCHARD FUN
October 25
COSTUMES & CRITTERS
November 15 	IT’S NOVEMBER
December 13
WHO HIBERNATES
CNC’s Preschool Story Times are designed to introduce young
children, ages 2 through 5 (with a parent or guardian), to nature
in a fun and safe environment.
We’ll listen to stories, spend
some time outdoors, make an
art or craft project and meet live
animals. Please be sure to dress
appropriately for the weather.
Program fee: $5.00 per child per
program or $3.00 per preschooler
for “Friends of CNC”; no charge
for accompanying adult. *CNC
Story Time programs have been
Student at “Costumes and
partially funded through support
Critters” story-time. Learning is
from Target.
evern more fun in costume!

HOME SCHOOL PROGRAMS

1:00 – 3:00 pm
Carpenter Nature Center’s Home School Programs are created
to offer students in home schools an opportunity to meet other
children, take part in environmental education programs, and
enjoy the outdoors. Two programs will be held each date at the
same time, one for ages 5 – 9 and a similar topic for ages 10 and
older. Please dress appropriately for the weather. Program fee:
$6.00 per student or $4.00 for “Friends of CNC”
SEPTEMEBER 19
Insects (ages 5 – 9): Students will study the life cycle of insects
and use sweep nets to see how many different kinds of insects
they can catch.
Invertebrates (ages 10 and up): Students will look closely at
Arthropods, Annelids and Mollusks and see how many they can
find.
NOVEMBER 6
Food Chains (ages 5 – 9): Students will study the energy flow in
food chains by finding clues in nature to create their own food
chains. Alternative Energy (ages 10 and older): Students will
conduct experiments to learn about alternative energy sources
including wind power and solar.
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Upcoming Events
More details available at www.CarpenterNatureCenter.org or by calling

651- 437- 4359

FALL RAPTOR RELEASE
Saturday, September 28

Autumn in the Valley Gala
Sunday, September 8th

Join Carpenter Nature Center’s Board of Directors for a wonderful
evening at CNC. Each year friends and community partners
spend an evening raising funds to support K-12 environmental
education in the St. Croix Valley. The event will be held in CNC’s
River Bluff Pavilion which has a spectacular view of the St. Croix
Valley. The dinner will be catered by Lake Elmo Inn. It is fun way
to support a great cause.
Guests enjoy tours of the trails, mingling near the water gardens,
a silent auction and a live auction. Sponsorships at all levels
are available. Auction donations are welcomed. To become a
sponsor, volunteer, or arrange to donate an auction item, please
contact Jennifer at 651-437-4359.

10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Meet live hawks,
owls, eagles, and
falcons up close
and watch as live
raptors are released
into the wild. These
birds have sustained
injuries in the wild
and are ready to be
released after being
rehabilitated by the
U of MN’s Raptor
Center. Come early
to avoid delays in
the parking lot, get
some apples, and enjoy some time at the nature center before
the release. This is a fun, inspiring, and educational event that is
enjoyed by visitors of every age.

Where at CNC?

APPLE FEST

October 12th
& 13th

10:00 a..m.- 5:00 p.m.
Help us celebrate
the apple harvest!
CNC has some of the
healthiest and most
delicious apples in
the region due to
careful management
and minimal use of
sprays. We will have
pick-your-own apples,
hay wagon rides,
educational programs,
live music, pumpkin
painting, apple brats,
and more. Purchase
pies and other baked
goods from our
volunteers made with
CNC apples. This is fall
family fun at its best.

Thanks to the Al & Laurie Hein Trust, Dan &
Jean Greenwald, the WI DNR and generous
donations from neighbors. Carpenter
Nature Center has protected and restored
300 acres of tall grass prairie, deciduous
forest and mixed conifer forests. The CNC
Wisconsin Campus kiosk is at the corner
of East Cove Road. Trails are open from
sunrise to sunset.

“I love the story of
Carpenter. How
Thomas and Edna
Carpenter wanted
to have a place for
children and adults
to come and be close
to nature. This is a
peaceful place to walk
the trails, visit the
apple shack, or attend
one of the many great
events they have
during the year. This
is a wonderful place to
experience and learn
about the natural
world around us.
CNC has truly
enriched my life.”
– Tammy

UPDATE:
2013 St. Croix
Valley Scramble
Congratulations to TEAM
VINO IN THE VALLEY: Andy
Schneider, Paul Lindquist,
Donny Foley, and Mark
Christenson who won the 5th
annual golf tournament. Thank
you to everyone who sponsored and participated in the event.
YOU helped raise over $11,000 for environmental programming at
Carpenter Nature Center!
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2013 Calendar of Events at Carpenter Nature Center
Phenology from 2012 (with additional entries from 1848, 1996, 2000, 2005, 2008, 2010)
1

13 hours and 15
minutes daylight

2
Labor Day

8

9

Autumn in the Valley
Gala

15

3

September
Swainson’s Hawk
soaring over the
prairie

16

High of 92° F
(30th one this year)
Adopt-A-Highway
Cleanup

10

4

11

Autumnal Equinox
3:44 pm Fall Begins

12

13

14

18

19

Full Moon–Harvest

Home School: Insects
& Invertebrates

24

25

26

First Frost - 2002

Denmark Township 29
Historical Society
Donor Appreciation
at CNC

2011 Driest Fall on
Record

1
Garter snake out
sunning

7

October

8

2

3

9

10

St Croix Color Peak 2010

13

14
Eid al-Abha begins at
sunset

20

16

17

28

22

23

24

29

30

31
Halloween

First Freeze - 2007

Freezing New Moon
(Ojibwe)

3

4

Islamic New Year
begins at sunset

10

5

Taurid Meteor Shower
peak – 5:00 am

Home School: Food
Chains & Alternative
Energy

6

17

24

11

12

13

18

19

20

25

1

26

2
Descending Cold New
Moon (Ojibwe)

8

3
High of 55 degrees –
no snow yet

9

21

27

Two rooster pheasant
running into cattails

December

10

Winter arrived – over a
foot of snow

27

28
Raptor Release

4

5

11

12

Juncos at bird feeders
Falling Leaves New
Moon (Ojibwe)

Apple Fest

18

19

4

26

1

2

Natural Challenges:
Bird Feeding Basics
and Birdwatching

Barred Owls calling

8

9

15

16

22

23

November

Preschool Story Time:
It’s November

Coyote near raptor
release area

28

29

30

5

6

7
Pearl Harbor
Remembrance Day

11

17

Public Bird Banding 25
First snowfall for 2012
Preschool Storytime:
Costumes & Critters

Thanksgiving (CNC
Closed)

12

9 swans on
St Croix River

16

Preschool Story Time:
Orchard Fun

Public Bird Banding

Hanukkah begins at
sunset

15

Ice on the water
garden

14

Deer tracks in the
circle garden

American Tree
Sparrows at the
feeders

Natural Challenges:
Habitat Hike

7
Swans flying over

Veteran’s Day

Full Moon
Leonid Meteor Shower
Peak 10:00 am

21

Natural Challenges:
Orchard Walk

Pine Siskins singing

Orionid Meteor
Shower peak 6:00 am

27

20

Flock of 100’s of
Robins and Bluebirds

15

21

Pelican flocks
migrating

Natural Challenges:
Geocaching

Public Bird Banding

30

6

Apple Fest

7

Yom Kippur Begins
at sunset

17

23

6

Wild Rice New Moon
(Ojibwe)

Oaks changing color

22

5

13
Preschool Story Time:
Who Hibernates?

18

19

20

Redpolls at
thistle feeder

Full Moon

14
Geminid Meteor
Shower Peak Midnight
December Solstice 21
11:11 am –
Winter Begins

22

29

23

24

30

8 hours and 50
minutes of daylight

31
New Year’s Eve

Christmas Day
(CNC Closed)

25

26

27

Public Bird Banding

Kwaanza begins
St. Croix frozen all the
way across

28

People Profile
Meet our Interns

Volunteer of the Year

We were very fortunate this summer to have three wonderful
college interns at CNC.
Katie Noren joined our
crew in May and completed
a Horticulture internship.
She worked in the orchard
to learn about apple
production and pest
management, and she
also kept the gardens
looking good throughout
the summer. You may have
seen her in amongst the
weeds that grew so well
with all of the early season
rain. Katie really enjoyed learning about the biological controls
used in the orchard to control pests. She is from North St. Paul
and will be heading back to the University of Minnesota, Twin
Cities this fall, anticipating getting her Bachelor of Science degree
in Horticulture in May 2014
Kaelyn Lecander, arrived
in June and combined
both Horticulture and
Environmental Education
for her internship. Kaelyn
helped with the summer
day camps, leading group
activities and spent time
getting to know all of the
young campers. When
she wasn’t with the day
campers Kaelyn was in
the orchard thinning out
the apples on the trees or caring for the gardens. When you get a
giant Honeycrisp apple from CNC this fall it may have been thanks
to some of Kaelyn’s careful thinning. Kaelyn is from Stratton,
Maine and will be starting her Senior year at Bethel University
this fall, majoring in Environmental Studies.
Jessica Bass also
joined our staff in May
and completed the
Environmental Education
internship. Jessica was
busy teaching the groups
that came to CNC, led
several activities for the
summer day camps,
helped with the daily
animal care and wrote up
curriculum for teaching
a class on Geocaching.
Jessica is from Minneapolis and graduated in May 2013 with a
Bachelor of Science degree in Wildlife and Fisheries from the
University of Minnesota – Twin Cities. During her time at CNC she
found a talent and appreciation for handling the raptors.
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In this issue we are proud
to announce Shelley
Bowman as our Volunteer
of the Year. Shelley
started volunteering in
2010. She has helped
set-up for special events,
helped with data entry,
weeded gardens, cleaned
the basement of the
Admin Bldg, led bird hikes
for kindergarteners, and is
one of the most calm, cool bird banders ever. And that says a
lot because all of our bird banders are calm and cool.
The staff chose her as VOY because of the quality of her
volunteer time. She is a Cinderella volunteer who can scrub
floors in the morning before an event and then dress to the
nines to help host that event in the evening. We are pleased
that she has chosen CNC as a place to volunteer and extremely
thankful for her dedication and “can do” attitude. Thank you
Shelley, our hats are off to you.

Board Member Bio
Paul Jeske joined the board of directors in
January of 2013 and he’s a great addition
to the team. Paul and his wife Angela
are Cottage Grove natives and live there
with their 3 children Joshua, Jordan and
Maddyson. The family enjoys just about
anything they can do outdoors including
fishing, golfing, boating, and bicycling.
They are especially fond of raptors and
are always looking to spot them in action.
They are very active in the community with
Paul having served as Vice President and President of the Cottage
Grove Hockey Association board and having coached baseball
and softball for the Cottage Grove community for nearly 20 years.
Paul has worked at Xcel Energy for 26 years and is currently the
Director-Safety. His staff of 4 safety managers and 60 safety
consultants provides daily technical safety support to over
12,000 employees across the 8 state Xcel Energy service territory.
Paul is a Certified Safety Professional (CSP) through the Board
of Certified Safety Professionals. He has a Bachelor of Science
degree in Business Administration from Metropolitan State
University and an Associate of Applied Science degree in Law
Enforcement from Inver Hills Community College.
Being part of the CNC board is important to Paul because it gives
him an opportunity to be part of a great organization that has a
positive impact on nature and provides learning and exploring
opportunities. He wants to personally contribute to help preserve
this, continue the stewardship for generations to come and
continue to enjoy the amazing creatures of the great outdoors.
We are so happy to have him!
“CNC has a great facility and a great staff
to help fight Nature Deficit Disorder!” – Jay
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Memorials & Honorariums
In Memory of George Boldizsar & Michael Boldizsar
from Jim & Judy Freund

Carpenter Nature Center is...
a place to find peace
– anonymous

In Memory of Blair McKeever from Tricia Emilyn Hilger
In Memory of Dennis Geiger from Jim & Judy Freund
In Memory of Gene Starz from Elaine Starz Tonolli
In Memory of George Hoel from Bob Setzer
In Memory of Donna & LeRoy Johnson from Tammy Johnson
In Memory of Phil Gruis from Paul & Joyce Boettcher,
Dave & Audrey Kern and Tom & Betty Kieffer
In Memory of Richard Gauger from Gary, Lori,
Shannon and Natalie Gauger
In Memory of Jean Janssen from Aunt Ellen Kala and her son Mark
and family, daughters Paula, Ann, and Ellen and their families, Bob
Setzer, Marie Hayek, Dorothy Guck, Arlene Swanson, Mayme and
Steve Johnson, Linda Polglase, David & Julie Ann Wirth, The Clubs
of South Pines Homeowner’s Association, Don & Rose Eisenmenger,
Daryl & Dennis Donath, Norm & Elaine Pietsch, John & Georgiana
Sauer, Sharyn Hesick, Ellen Osland and Tom & Betty Kieffer
In Honor of Jim Fitzpatrick from the St. Croix Valley Bird Club

The apple crop is looking fantastic this year!
Come get some of the best apples in the region
while supporting Carpenter Nature Center.

FRIENDS OF CARPENTER NATURE CENTER

VOLUNTEER CORNER
A Volunteer Information Meeting will be held on Wednesday,
September 11th from 7 – 7:30pm in the Visitor Center. If you are
interested in joining CNC’s volunteer team please attend the
meeting or call the Volunteer Coordinator to arrange a meeting.

Fall Volunteer Opportunities

Name ________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
City __________________________________________________
State___________________ Zip __________________________
Telephone ____________________________________________

Please call 651-437-4359 or email Alan@CarpenterNatureCenter.org
to sign up for one or all of the following ways to give of your time:
Adopt-A-Highway cleanup will take place on Wednesday, September
4th at 7pm. Bring your gloves and favorite litter grabber/stabber and
let’s clean up the ditches near the Nature Center so travelers can enjoy
the natural scenery.
We are fortunate to host The Fall Raptor Release on Saturday,
September 28. The event runs from 10am – 3pm and we’d like
volunteers to help in various capacities to keep the event running
smoothly – direct cars, answer questions, work in the Apple Shack,
etc. Come spend the day volunteering at CNC and enjoying raptors too.
Apple Fest will take place on October 12 & 13 this year. This is our time
to show off our orchard and all the goods John and the horticulture
volunteers have produced over the summer. For this fun-filled family
affair we need lots of volunteers to make it a success. Also consider
a donation to the bake sale in the form of homemade goodies – we’ll
even supply the apples if you bring them back in a pie or crisp.

Email ________________________________________________
Gift membership given by: ______________________________
Check appropriate level:
INDIVIDUAL
$25 to $49
FAMILY
$50 to $99
DONOR
$100 to $249
PATRON
$250 to $499
BENEFACTOR
$500 to $999
THE ST. CROIX SOCIETY
$1,000 to $2,999
THE EAGLE SOCIETY
$3,000 to $4,999
THE DIRECTOR’S COUNCIL
$5,000 & Beyond
SUSTAINING FRIEND OF CNC

Form of
Payment:
(Check one)
Copies of this
form are
acceptable

St. Croix Current, Fall 2013

Cash (accepted in person only)
Check (payable to Carpenter Nature Center)
Credit Card Amount $_______________
(Visa or Master Card are accepted)

Card # ________________________________________
Exp. Date: ______________________________________
Signature: ______________________________________
I’m interested in learning more about the
Tom & Edna Carpenter Society
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12805 St. Croix Trail
Hastings, Minnesota 55033
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www.CarpenterNatureCenter.org
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Honorary Board

Larry Fussell
Vance Grannis Jr.
Bob Setzer
Don Fluegel
Ken Heiser
Martin Kellogg

Daryl Standafer
Tom Thomsen
Wendy Wustenberg

Advisory Board

Jim Nielsen
Bob Voigt

Director Emeritus
Jim Fitzpatrick

Staff

Jen Vieth.................................................... Executive Director
Mayme Johnson.......................................... Program Director
Marty Lynch.........................................Maintenance Foreman
Alan Maloney.......................................Interpretive Naturalist
John McPherson................................................ Horticulturist
Linda Polglase..................................Administrative Assistant
Clare Neenan..................................... Development Assistant
PLEASE INFORM US IF YOUR ADDRESS CHANGES

CNC Wish List

Carpenter Nature Center is in need of the following items in good condition:
8 1/2 x 11 printer paper
black-oil sunflower seed
trekking poles

kid sized snowshoes
liquid hand soap refill jugs

A book list is available if you are interested in purchasing a book for use
in programs or for the CNC library. Just give us a call at: 651-437-4359.
And remember that donated items are tax deductible.
ST. CROIX
TER
VA
EN

EY
LL

Don Kern
Curt Mages
Denny McNamara
Colleen Moran
Steve Messick
Al Most
Tim Power
Sven Sundgaard
John Tinucci
Troy Weathers
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Board of Directors

Dan Baasen,
Gordon Bailey, Jr.
Vickie Batroot
Laurie Bauer
Dr. Denis Clohisy
Jim Freund
Jay Griggs
Gary Griswold
Jerry Hope
Paul Jeske
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If you are not receiving monthly e-mail updates, contact:
Jennifer@CarpenterNatureCenter.org to join our e-mail list.
Follow us online:
www.CarpenterNatureCenter.org, Facebook, Twitter, or www.givemn.org.

Trails and interpretive exhibits
are open daily from 8:00 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. A trail map (with
a self-guided trail) is available
at the registration desk where
we ask all visitors to check
in. Admission is free but we
encourage donations which
go to help the environmental
education programs at the Nature Center. To join our email list
contact: Jennifer@CarpenterNatureCenter.org.

