
 

Northern Leopard Frog 
Rana pipiens 

 

Natural History  

Description: The Northern Leopard Frog is a large  
species of “true frog”. They range in color from green 
to brown with large dark circular spots on their back, 
sides and legs. Each spot is normally bordered by a 
lighter ring. There is also a pale stripe running from 
the nostril to the shoulder. The ventral surface is white or pale green. The iris is golden and 
toes are webbed.  Males are smaller than females, have paired vocal pouches and develop 
swollen thumbs during breeding season.  To tell male leopard frogs from females simply look 
at their ears. A male’s ears are smaller than its eyes, while a female’s ears and eyes are the 
same size. Tadpoles have a dark back, a cream belly, and a tail that is lighter in color than the 
body.   
 
Vocalizations: Males attract mates during breeding season, by making a sound like a low, 
rumbling snore with occasional clicks and croaks.  
 
Breeding:  Males begin their breeding calls in late April.  Females only come to the pond in 
order to lay eggs. She will lay up to 6,500 eggs in a globular mass in one area of the pond.  
Tadpoles emerge 3 months later.  A Leopard Frog reaches reproductive age at 1-3 years. 
 
Distribution: Leopard frogs are found across North America. They are found as far north as 
Hudson Bay and as far south as Indiana. Many western populations are declining. 
 
Habitat: Leopard frogs use a wide variety of habitats, including marshlands, meadows and 
forests. They migrate up to a mile in the spring to a permanent, slow-moving water source to 
breed. Leopard frogs are cold tolerant and can be found at elevations up to 3,350 meters.  

 
Diet: Tadpoles are herbivores. Adult Leopard Frogs eat in-
sects, worms, spiders, slugs and even smaller frogs.    
 
Lifespan: These frogs can live to be 9 years old, but usually 
only live to be 1-3 years old due to predation by fish, birds, 
reptiles and mammals.  
 
Conservation Status: The Leopard Frog was once wide-
spread across North America but has declined since the 
1960’s due to pesticides, disease, predation, over-collection 
and habitat loss. 
 

Range Map Source: FWS.Gov  
Red represents areas where Leopard Frogs 
have suffered dramatic declines. 


